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Grade 8 Writing (Master)
Essential Questions Content Skills

Fall How do writers vary their writing for
different purposes and audiences?

What role do grammar and mechanics play in
crafting a solid piece of writing?

How does the absence of proper grammar
detract from the audience's enjoyment and
understanding?

Forms of Writing
 A. Narrative
      -Prewriting
      -Development of ideas
      -Story elements/story maps

Grammar
 B. Simple, compound, complex sentences

A. Develop plot, conflict, and resolution
 A. Experiment with 1st and 3rd person
 A. Establish setting and characters
 A. Use sensory detail
 A. Use time/order transitions
 A. Achieve emotional investment of reader
 A. Write with a variety of tones, moods, voices
 A. Identify advantages and disadvantages or writing in 1st or
3rd person
 A. Identify advantages and disadvantages of writing a non-
fiction vs. fiction story

B. Identify type of sentence
 B. Combine simple sentences into compound or complex
 B. Write sophisticated sentences
 B. Vary length and structure of sentences
 B. Vary sentence openers

How does following the writing process help
a writer craft an effective piece of writing?

How does a good writer use the eight parts of
speech to write more clearly, powerfully, and
creatively?

Why is creative writing a powerful form of
expression of ideas and emotions?

Forms of writing
 A. Narrative
 -Prewriting/development of ideas.
 -Story elements/story map

Grammar
 B. Simple, compound, complex sentences

C. Dialogue

A. Develop plot, conflict, and resolution
 A. Establish setting and characters
 A. Use sensory detail
 A. Use time/order transitions
 A. Achieve emotional investment of reader
 A. Write with a variety of tones, moods, and writer's voices

B. Identify sentence type
 B. Combine simple sentences into compound or complex
sentences
 B. Write sophisticated sentences
 B. Vary length and structure of sentences
 B. Vary sentence openers

C. Use proper format and punctuation
 C. Move storyline forward

Why is creative writing a powerful form of
expression of ideas and emotions?

How does a good writer use the eight parts of
speech to write more clearly, powerfully, and
creatively?

How does following the writing process help
a writer craft an effective piece of writing?

Forms of writing
A. Techniques of creative writing

B. Short stories

Grammar
C. Adjective and adverbs

A. Develop creative pieces

B. Use sensory detail
 B. Use time/order transition
 B. Achieve emotional investment of reader
 B. Experiment with tone, mood, and writer's voice
 B. Identify and apply various stylistic techniques
 B. Identify author's intent/purpose
 B. Identify and utilize different types of sentences

C. Identify and use adjectives and adverbs
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How does following the writing process help
a writer craft an effective piece of writing?

C. Adjective and adverbs

D. Dialogue

 B. Identify author's intent/purpose
 B. Identify and utilize different types of sentences

C. Identify and use adjectives and adverbs

D. Format dialogue using proper punctuation

Winter How do writers vary their writing when
writing for different purpose or audience?

How does good sentence structure improve
the clarity of writing?

Forms of Writing 
 A. Creative

B. Persuasion

Grammar
 C. Fragments

D. Run-ons

E. Comma splices

A. Develop creative pieces 

B. Identify and articulate facts, opinions
 B. Identify sources and forms of information for support
 B. Organize information
 B. Write effective introduction (hook) and conclusion (wrap-up)
 B. Focus topic on single thesis statement
 B. Build (second-order) support for topic sentences and thesis
statement
 B. Anticipate reader questions
 B. Identify and use the counter-argument

C. Identify and correct fragments

D. Identify and correct run-ons

E. Identify and correct comma splices

How do persuasive pieces serve as a vehicle
for social change?

How do writers vary their writing when
writing for different audiences and purposes?

Forms of Writing
 A. Various genres

 B. Techniques of creative writing

Grammar
 C. Homonyms

D. Subject-verb agreement

A. Identify and analyze various writing techniques
 A. Broaden vocabulary
 A. Make strong and appropriate word choices
 A. Respond to literature in writing
 A. Identify bias in a piece of journalistic writing
 A. Discuss critically journalistic writing
 A. Identify and retrieve information online
 A. Draw connections between text and prior
knowledge/personal experience

B. Generate topics
 B. Develop creative pieces

C. Differentiate between homonyms and use them properly

D. Identify proper subject-verb agreement
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How do writers vary their writing for
different audiences and different purpose?

How does following the writing process help
a writer craft an effective piece of writing?

Forms of Writing
 A. Exposition
 -thesis statement
 -research/information
 -note cards
 -summaries and paraphrases
 -citations
 -topic choice

Grammar
B. active and passive voice

A. Conduct research
 A. Developing/narrowing/widening topic choice
 A. Evaluate the legitimacy of sources, including website
credibility
 A. Apply paraphrasing and summarizing based on teacher
modeling/prompting

B. Use mainly active voice in writing

Spring How do writers vary their writing for
different audiences and different purpose?

How does following the writing process help
a writer craft an effective piece of writing?

Forms of Writing
 A. Exposition
 -thesis statement
 -research/information
 -note cards
 -summaries and paraphrases
 -citations
 -topic choice

A. Create a thesis statement
 A. Use parallel structure to outline
 A. Use resources available to write bibliography
 A. Organize notecards into outline: keep/discard bases on
relevancy/usefulness
 A. Use writing process
 A. Revise introduction to build to thesis statement

Why is poetry a powerful form of
expression?

Forms of Writing
 A. Poetry
 -author's purpose
 -figurative language
 -imagery
 -forms of poetry
 -rhythm/rhyme
 line breaks
 stanzas
 -onomatopoeia
 -personification
 -hyperbole
 -simile
 -metaphor
 -alliteration
 -assonance
 -consonance
 -word choice

Grammar
 B. Infinitives
 C. Gerunds
 D. Participles

A. Generate topics
 A. Experiment with different poetic forms and devices
 A. Write poetry

 B-D. Recognize verbals and use to vary sentence structure
(infinitive, gerunds, participles)
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How do writers vary their writing for
different audiences and purposes?

Forms of Writing
 A. Persuasion (Advertising)

Grammar
 B. Prepositional phrases

A. Identify bias and reliability
 A. Identify persuasive techniques in print ads
 A. Understand the role and function of different media outlets
 A. Analyze media images and messages
 A. Create persuasive advertisements

B. Use prepositional phrases to vary sentence structure


